
  

 

„Die Kunst ist mit allem zu ihr Gehörenden und noch Hinzukommenden auch ein Problem, und zwar, wie man 

sieht, ein verwandlungsfähiges, zäh- und langlebiges, will sagen ewiges.“ 

―Paul Celan 

 

“I believe in the importance of dialogue and exchange” 

Statement of Belu-Simion Fainaru, artist of the Israeli Pavillon at the Venice Biennale,   

in response to the call for a boycott of Israel’s participation in the Biennale 

”I am an artist representing Israeli artists at the Venice Biennale. Art is a universal language, 

a means to express creativity, individuality, and human connection. Throughout history, art 

has reflected the diversity of our world. Its true value lies in its universality: art belongs to 

everyone, transcending individual backgrounds, beliefs, and borders. 

I am aware that art does not exist in a vacuum and that context always shapes perception. 

Still, I believe in the power of art to create moments of reflection, even in difficult environments. 

Art cannot solve political crises, but it can open a window for understanding and connection. 

In doing so, art enables collective reflection that can help shape our responses to the world 

around us. 

As an artist, I am opposed to cultural boycotts as I believe in the importance of dialogue and 

exchange, especially in difficult times. Art thrives on openness and exchange, and any 

narrowing of that space is a loss. The inclusion of diverse perspectives enriches the 

conversation around art and society, and my commitment to dialogue has deepened over the 

past years. 

I respect everyone's right to express themselves. My focus here is on presenting my work and 

being available for conversations about art and creativity. The Israeli pavilion is open to 

anyone who comes with genuine interest in dialogue. I hope visitors will contribute their own 

experiences and perspectives, and that the work can create a space for thoughtful 

engagement and conversation.” 

Belu-Simion Fainaru 
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Belu-Simion Fainaru’s work in Venice 
 
 
Belu-Simion Fainaru  work invites viewers to engage with universal questions of identity, belonging, 
memory, loss and care. This year's installation, "Rose of Nothingness," was inspired by Paul Celan. 
Translating the fragmented language and profound silences of Paul Celan into a physical environment 
by using a network of pipes to drip dark liquid into a reflective pool, he aims to make the intangible 
nature of memory and time something one can see and hear. Each drop represents a fragile moment, 
marking the space where presence and absence meet. This installation is a 'living Talmudic page' 
without letters, where meaning is found not in what is said, but in the tension between the drops, 
calling us to remain attentive to the beauty and trauma that persist through silence. 
 
 

https://gutezitate.com/zitat/214453
https://gutezitate.com/zitat/214453
https://gutezitate.com/autor/paul-celan
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Bio Belu-Simion Fainaru 
 
Year and place of birth: 1959, Bucharest, RomaniaLocation: Haifa, Israel and Antwerp, Belgium 
Belu-Simion Fainaru emigrated to Israel in 1973: currently he lives and works both in Haifa (Israel) 
and Antwerp. His work is profoundly influenced by his emigration. As an artist and curator he 
broaches political and social issues such that his work examines the Jewish-Romanian cultural 
history, the Hebrew language, and philosophical and mystical questions concerning identity and 
territory. In this, Fainaru plays off contrasts one against the other, such as past and present, sacred 
and secular, or body and soul. In expressive terms his ideas are interpreted through sculptures and 
installations as well as videos. 
  

 

 
 


